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TAGS: SHUM, PROP, UY 

SUBJ: OBJECTIONABLE VOA AIRING OF ICJ REPORT ON HUMAN 
RIGHTS VIOLATIONS IN URUGUAY 

1 . 1 CANNOT HELP BUT EXPRESS IN MOST VIGOROUS TERMS MY OBJECTON 
TO THE MANNER IN WHICH VOA ON FEB 12 AIRED A HUMAN RIGHTS 
VIOLATION REPORT ON URUGUAY, BASED BY ITS CORRESPONDENT IN 
GENEVA ON A REPORT OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION OF JURISTS SINCE 
ON THE WHOLE THE VOA TEXT CONSTITUTES A DISTORTION WHICH I BELIEVE 
THE URUGUAYAN GOVERNMENT WILL HAVE EVERY RIGHT TO RESENT. I FULLY 
APPRECIATE THE VOA'S POLICY OF AIRING THE NEWS; BUT THIS DOES NOT EX- 
CUSE ITS BEING SO SLIPSHOD AS TO BROADCAST IN THE WORDS OF ITS OWN 
CORRESPONDENT THE KIND OF EXAGGERATIONS AND DISTORTIONS CONTAINED 
IN THIS REPORT. 

2. AS YOU KNOW, I HAVE BEEN TRYING TO BRING OURINFLUENCE TO BEAR 
ON THE GOVERNMENT OF URUGUAY THROUGH CORRECT DIPLOMATIC CHANNELS 
TO IMPROVE THE HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION TO THE EXTENT THAT THERE ARE 
VIOLATIONS. THIS EFFORT CAN ONLY BE ENDANGERED IF THE 
GOU INTERPRETS THE VOA REPORT (WITH BROAD AUDIENCE HERE) AS AN 
AGGRESSIVE GESTURE OF THE USG INCONSISTENT WITH THE MANNER AND 
INTEGRITY OF MY APPROACH. I HOPE YOU WILL BOTH REVIEW THIS INCIDENT 
TO THE END AND THAT THE VOA AT LEAST CHECK SUCH SENSITIVE MATERIAL 
WITH THE DESK BEFORE BROADCATING. I DO NOT SAY THE ICJ REPORT 
SHOULD NOT HAVEBEEN MENTIONED; BUT IT SHOULD HAVE BEEN HANDLED 
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FAR MORE CAREFULLY. 
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3. SPECIFICALLY, I MAKE THE FOLLOWING OBSERVATIONS: 

A) THE SENTENCE REFERRING TO "MASSIVE ARRESTS" OFPOLITICAL 
SUSPECTS, "ESPECIALLY STUDENTS AND INTELLECTUALS AND TRADE UNIONISTS” 
IS GROSSLY EXAGGERATED AS THE DESK WOULD HAVE STATED. THERE HAVE 
NOT BEEN "MASSIVE ARRESTS" UNDER THESE CATEGORIES. IN FACT, UNTIL 

THE RECENT DRIVE AGAINST THE COMMUNIST PARTY, BEGINNING SEVERAL 
MONTHS AGO, THEREHAD NOT IN SEVERAL YEARS BEEN ANYTHING BORDERING 
ON "MASSIVE ARRESTS" OF ANY KIND IN URUGUAY.WITH RESPECT TO THE 
COMMUNIST DRIVE, ONE COULD QUESTION EVEN WHETHER THE ARRESTS 
OF SEVERAL HUNDRED SUCH PERSONS OVER A FIVE-MONTHS' PERIOD 
COULD ITSELF BE CALLED "MASSIVE". 

B) THE STATEMENT THAT "VERY FEW OF THOSE ARRESTED HAVE 
SURVIVED THEIR IMPRISONMENT" CAN ONLY BE CONSIDERED A CALUMNY 
AND PROVOCATION BY THE URUGUAYAN GOVERNMENT. IT IS SIMPLY NOT 
TRUE OR ANYWHERE REMOTELY NEAR BEING TRUE THAT, AS THIS SENTENCE 
CLEARLY IMPLIES, MOST PEOPLE ARRESTED IN URUGUAY DO NOT SURVIVE 
ARREST. 

C) THE QUESTION OF "PRESS FREEDOM" IS OBVIOUSLY A RELATIVE 
ONE. TO STATE THAT THERE IS "NO PRESS FREEDOM" HERE IS AS 
WRONG AS IT WOULD BE TO STATE THERE IS FULL PRESS FREEDOM HERE. 

THE FACT IS THAT THE PRESS OPERATES CIRCUMSPECTLY WITHIN GUIDELINES 
AND A PRETTY CLEAR UNDERSTANDING OF THE LIMITS OF WHAT MIGHT BE 
TOLERATED; BUT AS THERE IS NO PRIOR CENSORSHIP THERE REMAINS A 
CONSIDERABLE DEGREE OF FREEDOM. 

D) THE QUESTION OF THE PASTORAL LETTER WAS ONE WHICH, ONE CAN 
INFER FROM THE VOA REPORT, CONSTITUTED A SERIOUS ISSUE BETWEEN 
THE CHURCH AND THE GOU. AS A MATTER OF FACT, A SATISFACTORY 
SOLUTION OF THIS MINOR PROBLEM WAS WORKED OUT BETWEEN THE GOVERN- 
MENT AND THE HIERARCHY, WITH THE COOPERATION OF THE PAPAL 
NUNCIATURA. ALL OF THIS WAS FULLY REPORTED AND KNOWN TO THE URUGUAY 
DESK. 

E) THE FINAL PARA SEEMS TOBE A GRATUITOUS EFFORT ON THE 
PART OF THE VOA WRITER TO LINK URUGUAY WITH THE ALREADY 
CENSORED CASE OF CHILE AS TO HUMAN RIGHTS. IF NOT, WHY TOSS IN 

THE OBSERVATION THAT THE ICJ REPORT WAS RELEASEDON DAY AFTER THE 
HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION RECEIVED A REPORT ON TORTURE IN CHIEF.? 
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TO THEN STATE THAT THERE IS NO CONNECTION BETWEEN THE TWO CASES 
SEEMS ALMOST TO PROVE INTENT TO LINK THEM NONETHELESS. 

4. ONCE BEFORE AT THIS POST I HAD OCCASION TOREGISTER A SIMILAR 
COMPALINT AGAINST UNFORTUNATE VOA HANDLING OF THE URUGUAYAN 
SCENE. I REPEAT MY FULL APPRECIATION OF THE POLICY OF DISCLOSURE- 
BUT I ALSO BELIEVE THAT THIS SHOULDNOT COVER INCAUTIOUS HANDLING 
OF SENSITIVE MATTER IN A WAY WHICH CAN ONLY BE INJURIOUS TO OUR 
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FRIENDS, TO OUR RELATIONS AND TO OUR EFFORTS TO DEVELOP USEFUL 
INFLUENCE ON THE VERY SITUATION COMMENTED UPON. 

SIRACUSA 

NOTE BY OC/T: EXDIS CAPTION INSERTED PER MR.MACFARLANE, S/S-O 
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